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WHS Student and Family Newsletter 

March ~ Wóózhch’i  ̨́i  ̨́d [First Cry of Eaglets] 2016 
1737 Shush Drive, Ft. Wingate, New Mexico 87316   http://whs.bie.edu/ 

, 
 

 On behalf of our administration, staff, and students, we hope 
February has provided you all with good health and happiness.  Here at 
Wingate High School, we continue to strive towards progress and 
success.  We understand the many struggles our students may face and 
tirelessly work on establishing a safe and secure learning environment 
for all of our students.  Every day, we appreciate our opportunity to 
teach your children as we, in turn, learn a lot from them.   
 

 Please take some time to have a conversation with your student 
by discussing their progress in school.  Thank you to all of the parents 
that made it to Parent Teacher Conferences.  Nevertheless, we always 
have an Open Door Policy and welcome parents any time to meet with 
teachers and administration.  As a parent, you also have the ability to 
check on your student’s progress online via the Infinite Campus website.  
Please contact the school for more information to gain access to that 
site.  Please take advantage of all of the avenues you have to stay 
informed of your student’s progress. 
 

 March is the month for Spring Break.  However, we have a lot to 
accomplish before then.  We have an incentive trip for student who 
made the Honor Roll for Quarter 2 and Semester 1 to kick off this month 
on the 1st.  We also have our Performing Arts students competing at the 
Many Farms High School Performing Arts Festival on March 2nd and 3rd.  
The University of Northern Colorado will also be visiting our campus on 
Tuesday, March 15th.  Our next Parent Involvement Committee meeting 
will take place on Wednesday, March 23 beginning at 5:30 pm.  On 
March 25th, we will have NO SCHOOL, however, teachers will participate 
in professional development that day.  Finally, we will close out March 
with Spring Break from the 28th through April 1st. 
 

 We can’t thank you enough and welcome you to continue to 
support your child’s education here at Wingate High School.  

Aaron Billie, Head Teacher 
 

 

March Events 
 

 March 2nd                                 
WHS School Board Meeting 

 March 8th  
NMSU Campus Visit  

 March 15th  
University of Northern       
Colorado Spring Visit 

 March 15th – 19th  
NMSBA Testing – ALL Juniors 
& Make-up for select Seniors 

 March 16th  

St. Patrick’s Day Dance  

 March 17th  
St. Patrick’s Day  

 March 18th                                    
End of 3rd Quarter                             
Grades due at COB 

 March 23rd                                
WHS PIC Meeting 

 March 25th                                 
PD – NO SCHOOL 

 March 28th – April 1st  

Spring Break 

 
 

 St. Patrick’s Day Dance (MP)   

 

School Hours 
First bell 7:55 

Tardy Bell 8:00 
School Ends 3:25 

Important Numbers 
School  488-6400 
Delay/Closure  488-6400/6486/6488 
Attendance 488-6406 
Registrar  488-6407 
Gloria Arviso, Principal  488-6401 
Aaron Billie, Head Teacher  488-6417 
Grace Benally, Head Teacher   488-6456 
Margie Long, 11/12 Counselor   488-6415 
Marjean Benally, 9/10 Counselor  488-6416 
Randall Joe, Dorm Supervisor   488-6408 

Page 1 of 4 

WHS Track and Field Update 

Any student not participating in a winter sport and 
interested in track and field, your last day to make your 
debut will be on Monday, February 29. Please make sure you 
are passing your classes and that you have turned in your 
Sports Physical. If you have any questions, see Coach Notah 
or Coach Lucio.  
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Bear Pride Athletics 
 

GBB 

The Lady Bears completed the season at 13-13. They recently defeated Thoreau in 
overtime for a 1st round win in district IAAAA Tourney. We are currently 
awaiting a selection to the State Tournament.  

  Congratulations on a great year! And great job at Shiprock in holding them up to half ~ from Ms. Holyan  
BBB 
The Bear Pride Basketball team completed the season at 13-13. They defeated 
Zuni for a 1st round win in the District IAAAA Tournament. They were also 
victorious over Bloomfield on Thursday night, and they have earned a berth in the 
NMAA State Tournament. Congrats Boys! 
 

Wrestling 
The Wingate Bears Wrestling team competed in the State Tournament by 
qualifying nine wrestlers in the District IAAAA meet. Sophomore, Jordan Ashley 
had a 4th Place finish at state for the Bears. Great Job Team! 

~Yeego Shash Yeego!~ 

WHS Security Update 
Be advised, our Security Team conducts random electronic and 
uniform sweeps during school hours. This is being done in an effort 
to keep our students on task in the classroom and to encourage 
secure learning environments for our students. Our goal is to 
decrease classroom disruption and discourage Cyber Bullying. Please 
encourage your students to follow the electronic policy and uniform 

code. See below for Electronic Policy 
 

Electronic Device Return Policy 
1

st
 Offense:   Write a THREE PARAGRAPH response to the 

following question: 

 

 

“Why are electronic devices not allowed during instruction time?”  

 
 

2
nd

 Offense:   Parent must pick up device 

 

3
rd

 Offense:   Device cannot be retrieved until May 12
th

, 2016 
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Dorm 18 News - Happenings for March 
Since warm weather is almost here, we are planning to have a Fry 
Bread Social, a Walk-A-Thon, and to start an evening Drum and 
Singing Group.  Also, when the weather gets really warm, Dorm -18 
Boys are planning to butcher a sheep and have a cook out. If you have 
any questions, contact- Mattie Foster 
 

WHS Dorm Pool Tournament 
All dorms participated in a Poor Tournament on February 24th from 
7:30 – 8:30 p.m. It was Champion Vs. Staff and ran as a 16 Team Single 
Elimination.  Romeo Vandever, sophomore, was the overall winner. 
Romeo played and beat three students and one staff member, Mr. 
Brown. Congratulations, Romeo! SEE Bracket below: 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

Dual-Credit Spring  2016
The Wingate High School/Dine’ College-Crownpoint continues to move ahead. 
We are rapidly approaching the mid semester and what does that mean? We 
have mid-term exams coming upon us fast.  We all need to encourage each other 
to do well. 
 
A brief look back at the history of the program is in order at this point. How did 
we arrive at this place we are in as of February, 2016? 
 

Stage 1: Wingate High School participates fully in the UNM-Gallup CCTE program 
which gives students dual credit but strictly in the vocational/technical areas; 
they continue to collaborate today with about 20 students matriculating any 
given year. 
Stage 2: With changes in the federal law, secondary level schools were 
encouraged to develop Advanced Placement, dual credit or work through an on-
line program through Ideal New Mexico. 
Stage 3: Wingate High School developed a series of Advanced Placement 
accepted course syllabi in multiple content areas but chose instead to briefly try 
the Ideal New Mexico program as well. Eventually the cost became prohibitive for 
both programs. 
Stage 4: UNM-Gallup offers dual credit English through the co-operation of Dr. 
Norman Smith (at UNM-G) and Dr. Jerry Cronin (at Wingate) in 2011-2012 but it 
only affects about 20 students total! Eventually UNM-Gallup claims that a state 
statute recommends that tribally affiliated high schools work with tribally 
affiliated colleges: 
Stage 5: Wingate approached Dine’ College and begins a limited dual credit 
arrangement through Dr. Cronin’s math classes that has given about 220 
students college credit over 4 semesters! 
Stage 6: Steps are being taken to develop an ITV lab to broadcast on-line courses 
as well as a new partnership with Navajo Technical University. 
 
Navajo Technical University-Crownpoint has started to develop a dual credit 
program to include granting the Wingate High School Dine’ language classes 

college credit. This is a major step in the right direction. We envision a program 
where all students can earn college credit on some level before they reach high 
school. This will reduce college costs in a major way and start getting secondary 
level students prepared for actual tertiary level classes simultaneously! 
 
We are very excited about all these new changes and new challenges. If you have 
questions about the program you can call Mr. Patrick Sandoval directly at 
505.786.7391…and as always- Go DC Warriors and Yeego Shash Yeego! ~Dr. J. 
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